Recent Acquisitions

Donations and Deposits
e Ruggero Ranieri Deposits

Since 2001, the Library has received in various phases a substantial deposit of
documents, miscellaneous works, and especially books from the personal library
of Prof. Ruggero Ranieri, President of the Fondazione Ranieri di Sorbello ETS.
The materials reflect his historical research and cover a broad range of topics —
primarily historical, political, and economic, but also philosophical and
sociological. Noteworthy among these bibliographic contributions are numerous
works on World War II, Fascism and the Allies, war industry and production, and
European integration, along with a selection of classic Italian and international
literary fiction.

e Deposits from Gianfranco Tortorelli

Since the Library’s founding, it has been enriched by successive deposits from
Prof. Gianfranco Tortorelli — former professor of the History of Publishing at the
University of Bologna and a member of the FRS Scientific Committee. His
contributions include numerous works on Italian publishing, publishing houses,
reading practices, and the circulation of books from the 19th century to the
present, in addition to texts on historiography, art criticism and Italian aristocracy.

e Margherita Ciuti Deposit (Ciuti Collection)

In 2001, the Library received on deposit the private collection of Corrado Ciuti
(1904-1987) and his wife Margherita de Vecchi. The collection consists of 815
volumes across roughly 600 titles, mostly limited editions and special paper
prints focused on art and literature. It includes historical-artistic guides
(1920-1960), studies on modern and contemporary artists, texts on 20th-century
Italian history, Fascism, Italian and foreign banks, FIAT, and the Agnelli family.
Also included are over 150 titles in fiction, nonfiction, and culinary arts, as well
as select 18th- and 19th-century rarities, such as Aminta by Torquato Tasso
(Venice, 1736) and Machiavelli’s Istorie fiorentine (1768). The collection also
contains reference works.

e Donations from Enrico Boscardi and Giuseppe Severini

General Enrico Boscardi, a respected military historian, donated 13 works to the
Library in 2001—mainly proceedings from conferences held between 1993 and
1995 and published by the Centro Studi e Ricerche Storiche sulla Guerra di
Liberazione. These texts document major episodes from Italy’s Liberation War
and Resistance movements.

Between 2006 and 2007, magistrate and State Councilor Giuseppe Severini
donated around 80 works, including publications by the Historical Office of the
Italian Army General Staff, studies on military structures and logistics, legal



codes, art history guides, local history texts, and a facsimile of Francesco da
Buti’s 1862 commentary on Dante’s Divine Comedy.

e Donation from the Heirs of Mariella Liverani (Liverani Collection)

In 2002, the heirs of Mariella Liverani—a distinguished art historian and
advocate for multiculturalism—donated her entire library. This remarkable
collection includes more than 1,500 volumes across 1,270 titles in multiple
languages (Italian, French, German, English, Russian, Greek), 48 periodical titles,
postcards and photographs, and 84 posters. Thematic areas span art, history,
philosophy, politics, and religion—with special emphasis on architecture,
archaeology, urban planning, and a rich section on art history, exhibition
catalogues, and guidebooks. The collection also contains works on WWII,
Fascism, and the Resistance, along with volumes on the Middle Ages and
Renaissance. It includes literature, spirituality, teaching materials, underwater
archaeology, 17 early-20th-century Russian-language editions, and over 100
dictionaries, manuals, and grammar books.

e Riccardo Scalero Collection

In 2009 (formalized in 2017), the Library received a collection of about 140
volumes on loan from the late Dr. Riccardo Scalero — scholar and collector. The
collection includes fine original-language editions of late 19th- and early
20th-century Anglo-American and French literature, as well as tourist guides to
various Italian regions by the Touring Club Italiano.

o Baduel-Bon Valsassina Donation

Between May 2019 and March 2022, the Library received two donations from Dr.
Marina Bon Valsassina — art historian at the Galleria Nazionale dell’Umbria.
These include 45 volumes in various languages and subjects, especially
German-language children’s literature formerly belonging to the Baduel-Bon
Valsassina family.

e Guido Pierluigi Donation

In 2024, attorney Guido Pierluigi donated a collection of 191 volumes (around
160 works) and a number of graphic artworks to the Library. The collection
includes modern editions (mainly from the 1970s to the early 21st century) on
literature, literary criticism, theater, and art—featuring art history texts,
monographs and textbooks.

e Claudio Marti Collection (Acquisition 2025)



